Whet it cornes time (or roadside
herbicide applications, there isn't much
that Darrell Bower doesn't like about
refillable and returnable containers 1o
store and transport the chemicals.

Bower, transportation roadside
development manager for the Salem
Diistrict of the Virginia Department of
Transpaortation (VDOT), recently
completed a two-year pilot program
evaluating returnable/refillable herbicide
comtainers.”] can't say enough about
the program because it increases
applicator productivity, cuts inventory
costs and eliminates container disposal
costs; but, most importantly, it creates a
safer work environment for my men”
says Bower.“All of these benefits are
extremely important to our operations.”

Bower has 30 years of experience in
vegetation control. He supervises an
annual budget of $1.5 million for
seeding, brush control and tree trimming
for an area covering 12 counties, 1,500
miles of secondary roads and 900 miles
of primary roads,

Since implementing the program,
which uses Vangquish® postemergence
herbicide from Sandoz Apro, [ne., Bower
estimnates that he has seen applicator
productivity increase an average of 12
hours each day. “When you figure that a
man can cover an acre during that time,
that's an addibonal 20 acres a month, per
man,” adds Bower.,

Even though the returnable
container program has helped Bower cuf

operating costs by 30 pervent, safety, and
not costs, were the overriding factor in
implementing the program.

“This is a closed-loop system, which
means that my applicators never come in
direct contact with the herbicides,” said
Rewwier,
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Dave Schoonowver, president, Aqumi®,
Ine,, located in Cloverdale, Virginia, says,
“The containet management concept was
developed in response (o the growing
needs of the non-crop industry to reduce
or gliminate landfill container disposal. The
system that we developed is sirmilar to
what the lt:w_'rat:;l: j:l'l.dusll}'
implementad 30 years ago with
returmablefrelillable bottles”

Thirty years ago, the
beverage industry established
regonal bottling facilities to
manage the distribubion of
varous products. “We are
using the same successful
approach to the non-crop
pesticide industry,” adds
Schoononver.

Advantages of the system
are closed systern transfers,
on-time inventory and eliminating triple
rnsing. Aquimix receives chemicals from
the manufacturer in bulk, and packages
the chemicals in a drum designed
specifically for this purpose. The drum is
an Aqupac 15°.The packaged material is
distibuted through companies such as
CWC Chemical and Timberland
Enterprises,

The cycle starts at Aqumix where the
company packages herbicides to meet
customer requirements. The entire
process takes place in the company’s
12,000-square fool facility.

“Itsa L'u"n]_'.-h_'fv Fuid him-_iling.’
management systemn because it also
allows users to track herbicide use from
cradle to grave,” adds Schoonover,

Schoonover had spedal containers
designed to replace the industry-standard
short and wide containers with tall,
slender ones to simplify shipping and
handling. “The containers were designed
s0 that vou don't have to bend aver to
pick them up, which reduces problems
associated with handling most
containers,”says Schoonover

Each container is stamped with a bar
code for tracking before being packaged
on a pallet for shipment. Each container
is also sealed with a tamper-evident seal
b ensure putity. From there, the pallet is
chipped to the customer.

“ customer can restock his
inventorny by just calling a toll-free
number,”says Schoonover, “And, the bar
code system lets us immediately identily
a container’s statis during a ovcle.
Containers are dedicated to one and only
one product, eliminating the potential of
cross contamination.”

Bower and the VIIOT use a tank-mix
of Vanguish with Garlon 3A% “Vanquish
provides a broad spectoum of weed
control, including broadleaf weeds, which
are a big problem for us. Plus, it's a greal
tank-mix partner with Garlon, and it
does a better job for a lower cost per
acre,"adds Bower. “The retumable
containers really sclidified the use of
Vanguish for our vegetabon management
program,”







